
Since the Great East Japan Earthquake of March 2011,  
the Asahi Group has been engaged in a variety of 
reconstruction assistance efforts, including the dispatch of 
personnel to disaster-hit areas and monetary donations. 
One of those efforts was the “Asahi Group Community Aid 
Project” (implementation period: April 2014–March 2015), 
carried out in collaboration with the Iwate Tomorrow 
Design Organization.

With many reconstruction projects focused on “hardware,” 
there was also a need to address such “software” problems 
as reviving communities. In that context, the Asahi Group 
visited and interviewed independently people living and 
NPOs operating in affected villages, towns and cities and 
other localities. These interviews made it clear that many 
residents were looking for a psychological refuge of sorts in 
the revival of traditional festivals and events rooted in the 
community. Aiming to bring about a healthy and 
prosperous society through food and beverages, the Asahi 
Group has a strong affinity with cultural activities that 
foster a sense of unity in communities. Accordingly, the 
Group characteristically undertook assistance efforts 
directed toward festivals and events providing moral 
support for residents, donating between 2012 and 2013 to 
21 festivals in a total of 12 cities, towns and villages, 
including the Hokugen no Ama Festival in Kuji City, the 
Fukko Kinensai in Tanohata Village, the Atago Shrine 
Annual Noda Festival in Noda Village, and the Umi Festa in 
Fudai in Fudai Village.

To further advance such recovery efforts, the Group 
teamed up in May 2014 with the Iwate Tomorrow Design 
Organization, a networking organization established by 
Iwate Prefecture together with relevant industrial, 
academic, and governmental organizations/groups, to start 
aid projects for community activities that contribute to 
preserving and developing local performing arts in 
disaster-affected cities, towns, and villages. In the interest 
of being responsive to community needs, the Asahi Group 
liaison for these projects was located in the Asahi 
Breweries, Ltd., Iwate Branch, and a community-based 
promotion system was put in place with backing from Asahi 
Group Holdings. The plan is to provide 21,241,000 yen in 
assistance to 44 community groups in 12 disaster-stricken 
cities, towns and villages by March 2015.

In December 2014, the Asahi Group and the Iwate 
Tomorrow Design Organization concluded an alliance to 
strengthen their collaboration, and agreed to cooperate 
more closely in rebuilding communities in the disaster-hit 
coastal areas of Iwate Prefecture, and plans are to continue 
this project in FY2015.

The Asahi Group joined with the Fukushima Prefecture 
Commerce and Community Development Division in 
December 2014 to form the Asahi Group Business 
Community Aid Project to extend the successes achieved in 
Iwate Prefecture to other disaster-struck prefectures to help 
in the reconstruction and revitalization of the entire 
affected area.

We will remain committed to ascertaining the needs of 
distressed communities and providing robust support for 
reconstruction activities that help build bonds between people.

Asahi Group’s Reconstruction Efforts in the Tohoku Region

Asahi Group Holdings has decided to continue until 2020 the Great East Japan Earthquake reconstruction assistance it has 
been providing. With “the Great East Japan Earthquake Reconstruction Assistance: Together to Tomorrow (2020)” as the 
theme for assistance through 2020, we will be newly focusing our recovery efforts for disaster sites on “people” in three 
regards: nurturing people, supporting people’s day-to-day lives, and creating places for people to gather.

Noda Shimogumi Dashi on parade, August 22, 2014

Noda Award Ceremony—February 6, 2015
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