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■	Development of “Nature Bottle” friendly to both 
humans and the planet

To enhance the feel of the unique flavor and health values 
created by blending 16 ingredients based on the ideas of Oriental 
medicine, the content, container and packaging of “Asahi Juro-
ku-Cha” have been updated under the theme “Friendly to both 
humans and the planet.” The whole bottle was embossed with 
motifs of the plants used in Juroku-Cha to achieve a design that 
highlights nature’s power. We also designed a bottom shape that 
was easier to mold than conventional shapes because the 
precondition was to adopt environmentally friendly materials 
(recycled PET resin, bio-based resin). 

We are engaged in the development of tech-
nologies for the control, rapid detection, and 
identification of microorganisms that can be 
applied to tea, coffee, mineral water, fruit 
juice, carbonated drinks and lactic drinks.

Product safety and security

We are engaged in the development of trace 
component analysis technologies that will 
lead to advancement and systematization 
of product design technologies.

Enhancing brand value

We are engaged in the development of 
product packages with improved usability, 
or packages that are more lightweight and 
attractive. We produce plastic bottles and 
cardboard cartons in a comprehensive pro-
cess from design to mass production.

Development of packages

The Technology Research & Development Laboratory continues to pursue re-
search aiming to improve our manufacturing technology to ensure efficient pro-
duction, product quality and safety, so that we can deliver safe and delicious prod-
ucts to as many customers as possible. We engage in production tests at 
laboratory scale, development of new plastic bottles and packaging technology, as 
well as development of technologies to ensure the safety and security of the prod-
uct contents, such as microbial analysis and physical and chemical analysis.

Maintaining technological strength to continue 
creating safe, secure, and environmentally friendly 
products
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■	Development of packages friendly to both 
humans and the environment

With the rise of online shopping and disaster prevention 
awareness, an increasing number of consumers are purchasing 
whole cartons of large-volume PET bottled mineral water. In 
response to this trend, we redesigned our “Asahi OISHII MIZU ” 
natural water carton packages so that end-users can intuitively 
open the cartons with their fingers. In addition to this change, 
which made our cartons much more user-friendly than before, 
we developed an environmentally friendly package label which is 
printed with plant-based ink and also helps reduce plastic 
waste.
 

■	Development of new techniques to analyze 
functional lactic acid bacteria in beverages

The system of “Foods with Function Claims” requires manu-
facturers to prove that the lactic acid bacteria contained in the 
product comes from a specific strain. The lactic acid bacteria 
contained in beverages, however, are heat sterilized and difficult 
to clearly identify to the strain level by conventional genetic 
testing methods. We developed the “RNA-MLSA technique” 
which can discriminate a bacteria’s strain from other strains by 
analyzing the RNA sequence in detail down to a single base. This 
technique has enabled us to clearly prove that a specific lactic 
acid bacterial strain is included in our beverage products.
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